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Genealogy Glossary

Ahnentafel - A table of one's ancestors, from the German Ahnen (ancestor) and Tafel (table or list).
 
Ahnentafel Numbers - Numbering system used to identify each individual in a family tree. The numbers follow the format that an individual's father is twice that individual's number, and that an individual's mother is twice that individual's number plus one. Used in pedigree charts.

Ancestor Chart - Report or chart that shows a person and all of their ancestors in a graphical format. As opposed to the Ahnentafel which is more of a narrative report. 

Cascading Pedigree Chart - A series of pedigree charts that span multiple generations for an individual and then for each person in the last generation of the first chart.

Collateral Ancestor - Descended from the same ancestral stock but not in the direct line. 

Common Ancestor - Ancestor shared by any two or more people.

Descendant Chart - Report or chart that shows a person and all of their descendants in a graphical format. As opposed to the Modified Register which is more of a narrative report.

Emigrant - A person leaving a country and moving (permanently) to another.

Family Group Sheet - A report listing the father, mother and each child of a family.
 
Family History Center (FHC) - A smaller branch of the FHL, found nationwide.
 
Family History Library (FHL) - Holds over 2 million rolls of microfilmed records, 400,000 microfiche, and 300,000 books. It also houses an extensive collection of written manuscripts including family histories, local histories, indexes, periodicals, and aids to help in genealogical research. It is located in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Family Search - CD-ROM available at Family History Center produced by the Mormon Church. Contains the International Genealogical Index, Ancestral File, SSDI, TempleReady and Military Death Index.

Gazetteer - A geographical dictionary; a book giving names and descriptions of places usually in alphabetical order. 

Gedcom - An acronym for "GEnealogical Data COMmunication". A standard format created by the LDS Church that allows genealogical software programs to transfer data. 
Given Name - Name given to a person at birth or baptism, one's first and middle names (in societies where the surname is inherited).

Immigrant - One moving (permanently) into a country from another.

International Genealogical Index (IGI) - A database created of names that have been extracted from various original records from all over the world and also entries submitted by LDS church members for temple ordinances. Created and maintained by the LDS FHL.

LDS - Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (Mormons).

Pedigree Chart - A chart which includes the direct ancestors (parents, grand-parents, etc.) of an individual. Does not include brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles or other relatives.

Social Security Death Index (SSDI) - Index of Social Security Death Benefit records which document how much the government has paid to an individual (spouse, child, etc.) as a result of a relative's death. An individual may appear in the Social Security Death Benefits Index if he or she died after 1967, had applied for Social Security during their lifetime, and if someone applied for their Social Security death benefits at the time of death. It is not a complete listing of deaths.
Soundex - A method of giving names sound codes. This was created in the 1930's due to the fact that names can be spelled in many different ways. By grouping together surnames that sound alike, individuals can search for ancestors even when the surname had several different spellings. 

Surname - Last name; family name.

Township - A division of U.S. public land that contained 36 sections, or 36 square miles. Also a subdivision of the county in many states of the U.S.
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