Book Discussion Tips and Tricks

Tips on Choosing Titles

*Choose books you like

*Gather input from past group participants and library users

*Choose titles for a book discussion series with the following considerations:

· Variety of genres

· Length of the book

· Content  is age appropiate

· Mixture of lighter and heavier themes

· Mixture of girls and boys as main characters

· Mixture of race and/or ethnic heritage

· Availability of enough copies

· Inviting covers, whenever possible

· Mixture of older and newer titles

· New titles that are just coming out in paperback

Tips on Conducting the Discussion

*Recognize that each group is unique

*Use nametags or some other method of introducing one another and 

learning names

*Use a Sign-In sheet as a gentle reminder that their presence is valued

*Icebreakers are important

*Treats act as an icebreaker, help kids feel comfortable, and foster a 

PARTY atmosphere

*If rules are used, keep them to a minimum, and mention them as the 

session begins

*Listen carefully so that you can effectively maintain the discussion by following up on a member’s comment. 

*Asking a question in a slightly different context may help, if kids are reticent 

in talking 

*Redirect questions and comments back to the group

*Gently direct a question towards a quiet person to encourage them to participate

*Balance between keeping on track and allowing for spontaneity

*Prepare generic questions, as well as questions specific to each book

*Ask participants to write questions.  This encourages their participation and focuses the discussion on them (and is less work for the leader!)

*Discussion can be good even if kids dislike the book

*Bring in author’s biographical information, other books by the author, books on the subject, or do a related activity 

*Evaluations at the end are very helpful

Tips on Publicity

*Find a fun, inviting title for your book club

*Talk it up all year

*Visit local schools, booktalking the books to be read, or those previously read

*Have an annotated list available of the titles to be discussed

*Interest builds year after year with kids rejoining, bringing their friends 

and siblings
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