DAVID LANE’S  YA  SHEET
What hot YA books have:

These are characteristics of books that have been most successful with the older teens (15 –19).  

· Good writing and character development.  YAs want depth.   They want to know the characters.

· Identity.  Anything having to do with deciding who to be or how to handle who you are.

· High interest (some form of suspense, either in plot or emotion) and a good pace. 

· A good cover!!!!  My book group fought over I Was A Teenage Fairy just for the cover!

· NOT preachy.  They see right through it.  They’ve talked about sex, drug use, and suicide in Health Class and aren’t that interested in probing those issues in book club.  They’re more interested in the characters.  Sexual preference was one area that did seem fairly fresh.

· Creativity and fantasy.  Science Fiction and unusual circumstances (Mr. Was, 

· I Was A Teenage Fairy) have appeal.

· Point of view.  First person is popular, presented as diary entries, letters or recollection.

· Adults are present, but secondary and often flawed.

· Humor.  Very hard to find.
Here are some of the most enjoyed titles:

Smack.  Melvin Burgess. 1998. The harrowing, realistic journey of four British runaways through addiction to heroin.  (15-18)

I Was a Teenage Fairy.  Francesca Lia Block. 1998. A feisty, sexy fairy helps a girl deal with her annoying mother, absent father, and a past incident of sexual abuse.  Very hot with the youth. (15-18)

Aftermath.  LeVar Burton. 1997.  A futuristic look at America in a state of social breakdown and survival.  Good adventure.  (15-18)

Mr. Was.  Pete Hautman. 1996. After a strange encounter with his dying grandfather, a teenage boy discovers a door that sends him fifty years into the past.  (15-18)

Rats Saw God. Rob Thomas. 1996. High schooler Steve sorts out relationships with his famous astronaut father, girlfriend Dub, and friends in a club named GOD (Grace Order of Dadaists). (15-18)

The Perks of Being A Wallflower. Stephen Chbosky. 1999.  Gripping story of a teen’s struggle with identity and emotion.  They’ll read it in one sitting.  (15-18)

Whitechurch.  Chris Lynch. 1999.  A novel of mystery and a love triangle between best friends.  Quirky,  dark, and engaging.  (15-18)

A Killing in Quail County. Jameson Cole. 1996.  An adult mystery with 

teen characters.  (15-18)

If You Come Softly.  Jacqueline Woodson.  1998.  A quiet romance with a 

tragic ending.  (15-18)

Letters from the Inside.  John Marsden.  1994.  Correspondence between two young women, one in prison and one in a tense family situation.  (15-18)

Hard Love.  Ellen Wittlinger.  1999.   Two ‘zine writers and two defintions of love.  “Yes it’s hard love, but it’s love all the same.”  An excellent story of love and sexual identity.

Speak.  Laurie Anderson.  1999.  Ostracized by her entire school for a devastating secret she should not have to keep.  

Monster.  Walter Dean Myers.  1999.  The trial of a young African-American man with the reader as jury member.   Led to a good discussion of facts and assumptions.
The Beetle and Me.  Karen Romano Young. 1999.  A fun light romance and nice break of teenage angst.
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