DO’S , DON’TS AND DARES

DO’s
· Try to create a relaxed, informal atmosphere, where kids will feel their opinions are welcomed. 

· Emphasize that it is okay to disagree, but each participant should listen to those speaking, and wait until they are finished  speaking before responding.  Stress that there are no right or wrong answers.

· Reread the selected book the week before the discussion, so that the story is fresh in your mind.

· Be flexible and use humor to liven up your discussion group.

· ENJOY!!

DON’Ts

· Don’t take it personally if a group doesn’t like a book.

· Don’t force responses from group members.

· Don’t be thrown by silences.  Giving people a chance to think after asking a question is okay.

· Be careful not to promise too much, such as producing topical book lists.

· Don’t simply answer the questions of group members; instead, discuss the questions as a group and see if the group can find an answer for themselves.

· Try not to work from a defined list of questions; rather, follow the flow of the discussion, allowing an easier and smoother conversation.

· DON’T WORRY.  IT WILL BE OKAY!

DARES

· Put yourself at the same level as the kids in the group.  This is a really fine line to walk, since you are the one who is responsible for the group, but you are still only a part of that group.

· Experiment with different ages, gender, or types of book clubs.

· Try a book club – your just might get “hooked on reading!”
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