Favorite Reading Club Titles

Mary Severson’s List
For Kids Entering Grades 4-6:

Babbitt, Natalie.  Tuck Everlasting.  Farrar, Straus, 1975.  (J Fiction)

Fletcher, Ralph.  Fig Pudding.  Bantam Doubleday, Dell, 1995.  (J Fiction)

Gutman, Dan.  Honus and Me.  Avon Books, 1997.  (J Fiction)

Klass, Sheila Solomon.  A Shooting Star:  A Novel About Annie Oakley.


Holiday House, 1996.  (J Fiction)

Hesse, Karen.  The Music of Dolphins.  Scholastic, 1996.  (J Fiction)

Kehret, Peg.  The Blizzard Disaster.  Pocket Books, 1998.  (J Fiction)

Kehret, Peg.  Small Steps:  The Year I Got Polio.  A. Whitman, 1996.  (J362.19683K)

Lowry, Lois.  Number the Stars.  Houghton Mifflin, 1989.  (J Fiction)

For Kids Entering Grades 5-7:

Creech, Sharon.  Walk Two Moons.  Harper Collins, 1994.  (J Fiction)

Durbin, William.  The Broken Blade.  Bantam, Doubleday, Dell, 1997.  (J Fiction)

Franklin, Kristine.  Lone Wolf.  Candlewick Press, 1997.  (J Fiction)

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Running Out of Time.  Simon and Schuster,

1995. (J Fiction)

Hahn, Mary Downing.  Stepping on the Cracks.  Clarion Books, 1991.  (J Fiction)

Sachar, Louis.  Holes.  Random House, 1998.  (Teen Fiction)

Savin, Marcia.  Moon Bridge.  Scholastic, 1992.  (J Fiction)
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These titles were used with Parent-Child Book Group (children entering grades 4 – 6)

Armstrong, Janet S.  GOING THROUGH THE GATE.  Dutton, 1997.  [J Fiction]

The five sixth-grade students in a small town prepare for their teacher’s annual graduation ceremony, a mysterious ritual that several generations of students have experienced but no one can discuss.  A moving, thought-provoking novel, with layers of mystery and fantasy, that evokes the fear and exhilaration of growing up.  

Klise, Kate.  LETTERS FROM CAMP.  Avon Books, 1999.  [J Fiction]

Sent to Camp Happy Harmony to learn how to get along with each other, three sets of siblings chronicle in letters home how they come to suspect the intentions of the singing family running the camp.  The story is told entirely through letters, memos, journal entries, telegrams, receipts, lists, and humorous drawings.  A fun book to spark readers’ creativity.

McSwigan, Marie.  SNOW TREASURE.  Scholastic, 1958.  [J Fiction]

Twelve year old Peter Lundstrom and his friends risk their lives to help his Uncle Victor with a plan to protect the bank’s gold bullion from the invading Nazis.  Good historical fiction; could be discussed along with several other books on WWII (i.e. NUMBER THE STARS by Lois Lowry).

Adam Engdale’s List    Boys  Ages 10-12

Christopher, John.  The White Mountains.  Macmillan, 1967.  [J Fiction]

Discussion centered on issues of the character’s free will and the free will that group members were experiencing (dealing with parents, at school, other expectations).

Gantos, Jack.  Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998.  [J Fiction]. 

Discussed experiences that the boys in the group had with ADHD, and people they knew with ADHD, in comparison to what Joey experienced. 

Jones, Diana Wynne.  The Lives of Christopher Chant.  Greenwillow Books, 1998.  [J Fiction].

Were the actions of characters in the book justified, when they protected Christopher at the expense of others?  

Holub, Josef.  The Robber and Me.  Henry Holt, 1997.  [J Fiction].

 Who does Boniface owe his loyalty to: his uncle that takes him in, or the supposed thief that saved his life? 

Blackwood, Gary  The Shakespeare Stealer.  Dutton Children’s Books,1998.  [J Fiction].

Compared Pidge’s attempt to steal Shakespeare’s “Hamlet,” with contemporary issues of copyright infringement through sources such as “Napster,” or software piracy.
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9 – 11 Year Olds

Billingsley, Franny.  Well Wished.  Atheneum, 1997.  [J Fiction].

A wishing well gone bezerk!  It tries to get your wish wrong, so be careful what you wish for!

Clements, Andrew.  Frindle.  Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1996.  [J Fiction].

Voted #1 (1998).   Nick’s homework assignment turns into a battle of wills between him and 

his teacher.  

Defelice, Cynthia.  The Ghost of Fossil Glen.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998.  ]J Fiction].

Tied for #1 (2000), this adventure/ mystery/ ghost story starts out with a bang, when Allie is rescued from a cliff by a ghost.  Issues of friendship, jealousy, and deception provide good discussion topics.

Fenner, Carol.  Yolanda’s Genius.  Margaret K. McElderry Books, 1995.  [J Fiction].

Yolanda knows her little brother, who can’t read or write, is a true genius, but she has to find some way to make her mother realize this.  Issues of bullies, moving, and believing in yourself.

This was voted #2, and the kids enjoyed it.

Fletcher, Ralph.  Fig Pudding.  Clarion Books, 1995.  [J Fiction]

Voted # 1 (1997), this is the story of one year in the life of 11 year old Cliff and his big family.  Each of the children has their own chapter, and the stories are filled with humor and laughter.  A sudden tragedy affects the whole family, but the books ends on a hilarious experience.  Issues of death, sibling rivalry, lying, and emotional healing.  A fabulous story.

Franklin, Kristine.  Lone Wolf.  Candlewick Press, 1997.  [J Fiction].

Tied for # 1 (1999).  Perry has shut down all of his emotions, since he and his father moved up to the northern Minnesota woods two years ago.  He homeschools, has no friends, and doesn’t think about the terrible memories, until a big family moves into a nearby farmhouse.  Issues of grief, healing, friendship, father-son relationship, being alone.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.  My Louisiana Sky.  Henry Holt,  1998.  [J Fiction]. 

Tied for # 1 (2000).  As Tiger Ann deals with the embarrassment of her mentally slow parents, a changing relationship with her best friend Jesse, and being slighted by the girls at school, she faces a decision that will change her life forever.  Issues of growing up, caretaking, friendship.

McKay, Hilary.  The Amber Cat.  M.K. McElderry Books, 1997.  [J Fiction].

Tied # 1 (1999).  A nifty mystery involving a story within a story.  As Robin and his friends recuperate from chickenpox, his mother tells them about an unusual girl that she and her friends met on the beach when she was a girl. 

12 – 14 Year Olds

Christopher, John.  The White Mountains.  Macmillan, 1967.  [J Fiction].

In Will Parker’s agrarian society, mechanical tripods roam the countryside, officiating at Capping ceremonies, and watching over the world.  When Will sees how the Capping changes his cousin, he decides he doesn’t want to be capped, and tries to escape to the White Mountains.

Rip-rousing adventure story, with huge issues of free will.

Kindl, Patrice.  Owl In Love.  Houghton Mifflin, 1993.  [Teen Fiction].

14 year-old Owl, who can transform into owl form at will, is in love with her science teacher.  A great mystery/fantasy/friendship story, with some great humor.  Fabulous for reluctant readers – it has the best hook I have ever read.  Issues of friendship and loyalty.

Patneaude, David.  Someone Was Watching.  A.Whitman, 1993.  [J Fiction]

Voted # 1 (1998).  While viewing a video of the last day of his little sister’s life,14 year-old Chris finds something on the video that makes him believe she did not drown three months ago.  Great mystery/adventure.  Issues of sibling love, friendship, deception, emotional strife.

Paulsen, Gary.  The Monument.  Delacorte Press, 1991.  [Teen Fiction]

Voted # 1 (1999).  13 year-old Rocky’s life is forever changed when an unconventional artist arrives in her small Kansas town to create a War Memorial.  Issues of bi-racial identity, disabilities, adoption, coming of age, and the value and beauty of art.  Highest rated book ever, which is amazing, since the cover is terrible.

Sachar, Louis.  Holes.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1998.  [Teen Fiction].

Voted # 2 (2000).  Stanley, who comes from a very unlucky family, is falsely accused and sentenced to Camp Green Lake, where he digs a 5’X5’X5’ hole each day in a hot, dried-up lake bed.  After awhile, he realizes the warden is searching for something in the lakebed.  Discussion of  Newbery winner components, and if this title is deserving of the award.

Turner, Megan Whalen.  The Thief.  Greenwillow Books, 1996.  [J Fiction].

An intricately plotted and richly woven tale of adventure and mystery.  A young man is offered his freedom if he will steal a treasure for the king.  The middle is like watching an Indiana Jones movie, and it has a fabulous surprise ending.  Issues of trust, deception, cruelty, and mythology.

White, Ruth.  Belle Prater’s Boy.  Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1996.  [Teen Fiction].

Sixth grade cousins Gypsy and Woodrow share feelings and secrets about their parents’ abandoning them.  Even though several group members had already read this story, they happily read it again.  Issues of family, friendship, abandonment, grief and healing.

Yolen, Jane and Bruce Coville.  Armageddon Summer.  Harcourt Brace, 1998.  [Teen Fiction].

Voted #1 (2000).  14 year old Marina and 16 year old Jed go with their families to the top of a mountain to await the end of the world.  With Yolen writing as Marina and Coville writing as Jed, the two characters examine their faith in the turbulent atmosphere.  Issues of cults, personal faith and friendship.
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Gloria Cramer’s List

These books were used for 4th-6th graders

Avi.  S.O.R. Losers.  Bradbury Press,  1984.  Is winning the most important thing?  

(Parent-Child Book Discussion)

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.  Running Out of Time.  Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 1995.  

A historical village turns into an experiment gone wrong. Why would you want to live in the 

past anyway?  (Mother- Daughter Book Discussion)

Hesse, Karen. Music of Dolphins.  Scholastic Press, 1996.  

A girl raised by dolphins and trying to adjust to human beings provides a lot to talk about. (Parent-Child Book Discussion)

Kehret, Peg. Earthquake Terror. Cobblehill Books, 1996.  

A good action book that gives you more to talk about than just the earthquake. 

(Parent-Child Book Discussion)

Kehret, Peg.  Small Steps: the Year I Got Polio.  A. Whitman, 1996.  

An excellent book about her experiences. Great to share with people. (Mother-Daughter Book Discussion)

Levine, Gail Carson. Ella Enchanted.  HarperCollins, 1997. 

A spunky girl raises good questions about the concept of obedience. (Mother-Daughter Book Discussion)

Lowry, Lois.  Number the Stars. Houghton Mifflin, 1989.  

A great book to lead to an age appropriate discussion on a horrific period in history. 

(Mother-Daughter Book Discussion)

Rylant, Cynthia.  Missing May.  Orchard, 1992.   

A thin powerful book, with substantial characters and issues. (Parent-Child Book Discussion)

Yep,  Laurence. Later, Gator. Hyperion Books for Children, 1995.  

Sibling relationships are always discussible, even in a lighthearted story. (Parent-Child Book Discussion)
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