Tips to go with early literacy skills
Print Motivation

* Read often with your child.  Keep it fun! This way reading becomes a positive activity!

* You are a model for your child…Let your child see you reading!

* It’s never too early to start reading with your child. Scientists believe that babies who  

   are read to in utero remember the books after they were born!

* Continue reading with enthusiasm even if your toddler wanders away. Your 

   child is benefiting from what he is hearing.

Vocabulary

* Books have words that we don’t use every day. Take the time to point to 

   pictures in the books and name them!
* Research shows that children who have larger vocabularies are better readers. 
   The more words they know, the better they will understand what they read!
* Talk with your child about what is going on around you.

* Talk about feelings with your child!

* When your child talks to you, add more detail to what she says!

Letter Knowledge

* When babies and toddlers learn shapes, like circles, squares, and triangles, 

   they are getting ready to learn letters!

* Read fun alphabet books with your child!

* When looking at things, point out how they are different and how they are 

   the same. Your child will use this skill when he is learning letters.

* Have magnetic letters on your fridge.  Play with foam letters. Let your 

   child explore letters in a three-dimensional way to truly learn their shape.

Print Awareness

* Let your child hold the book!
* Have your child help turn pages when you read together.
* Print is everywhere! Read labels and signs with your child.
* If there are only a few words on the page, point to each word as you say it.
* Think of ways to put reading into children’s play. If they build a fort, make an “Enter” sign!
Phonological Awareness

* Use songs and rhyming books often to play with the sounds in words.
* Play the “I Spy” game to find things that all start with the same sound.
* Clap the words of a song as you sing!
* Say Mother Goose rhymes together.
Narrative Skills

* Talk to your child about the everyday things you are doing.
* Listen and respond to your child—even when he is babbling.
* Read favorite books again and again! This is great skill building!
* Every time your children tell you something that happened, they are practicing this skill!

* Stories help children understand that things happen in order – first...next...last!
