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Here Be Pirates


Today, ye be participating in activities that relate to the six early literacy skills that your children be needing to learn before they learn to read. 





Print motivation means interest in and enjoyment of books.


Tip: A pirate’s favorite thing to do when taking a break? 


Read books about pirates! Grab a bean bag…you can read, too!








Vocabulary means knowing the names of things. �Tip: Pirates often have very descriptive names. You can make a 


pirate name for yourself! (This is Long John Silver’s favorite activity!)








Letter knowledge is learning that letters look different, and have different names and sounds. �Tip: Help your child practice writing their name with rocks. Let your child write their new pirate name (or even the first letter)! Label pirate-y places on your treasure map!








Print awareness means learning that in English we read from left to right, and from top to bottom. �Tip: Help your child read the list for the treasure dig. Point to the different names on the Pirate Name Chart as you read them!  








Phonological awareness means the ability to hear and manipulate the smaller sounds in words. �Tip: Listen to the songs we’re playing in the room. Do you know any of them? Sing along!  Singing songs helps your child hear how words are broken down into different syllables.   








Narrative skills means a child's ability to understand and tell stories. �Tip: Re-enact a dramatic escape while walking the plank! Tell a story about the pirate treasure you dig up. After making a pirate name and dressing like a pirate, create your own pirate story! Stories are everywhere!








To learn more about Early Literacy, check out � HYPERLINK "http://www.hclib.org/birthTo6" ��www.hclib.org/birthTo6� 








