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Staff and Reader Recommendations
The Christmas Sweater 
By Glenn Beck
Eddie’s father owned a bakery and Eddie spent wonderful days there with him. When he was 13, his father 
died which made money tight. For Christmas he wished for a bike but his mother hand knit him a sweater. He 
gave her and his grandparents a terrible time over this. As an adult he looked back on that still-treasured 
sweater and that time in his life and realized the value of the lessons he had learned.
Reviewed by Jane S., Excelsior Library staff 
Also available on compact disc

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet
By Jamie Ford
Ford writes a heart-warming World War II era story of widower Henry Lee, his father and his first love. It was 
interesting the way Ford wove the factual story of the internment of the Japanese during the war around this 
fictional story. Beautifully written and easy to understand. This popular book has a waiting list.
Reviewed by Anita K., At Home by Mail customer
Also available in large print and on compact disc

Unaccustomed Earth: Stories
By Jhumpa Lahiri 
This collection of short stories offers glimpses into the lives of various Bengali-American characters. Their  
cultural identities remain an important backdrop to the stories, but their experiences also illuminate truths 
about life’s most universal features: love, family, mistakes and aging. Lahiri’s evocative descriptions and 
authentic character development will remind you of the mystery, sadness and beauty of life. 
Reviewed by Kimberly T., Outreach intern 
Also available in large print and on compact disc

The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court 
By Jeffrey Toobin
The secret’s out! Toobin documents the political, legal, moral, personal and social treadmills each justice 
traverses in rendering legal decisions. Not always putting aside emotions and unruly passions nor relying 
upon reason and logic, the Court does impact our United States Constitution and world law. 
Reviewed by Paul M., Deposit Collection volunteer
Also available on compact disc
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Title summaries taken from the Library catalog

New Fiction

Thanks for the Memories
By Cecelia Ahern
Recovering from a terrible accident, with 
her marriage in pieces, Joyce Conway is 
plagued by an overwhelming sense of 
déjà vu that makes her feel as if she is 
living the life of another person.
Also available in large print and on compact disc

Honolulu
By Alan Brennert
Jin is a young Korean mail order bride 
who journeys to Hawaii in 1914 to meet 
the handsome young husband that she 
has been promised. Instead she is married 
off to a poor laborer who mistreats her 
and she finds herself forced to make her 
own way in this strange new land.
Also available in large print and on compact disc

A Cousin’s Promise
By Wanda E. Brunstetter
Crippled in an accident, Wayne Lambright 
feels unable to care for himself, much less 
his future bride, Loraine. More 
complications arise when Loraine’s former 
boyfriend returns and her heart is torn 
between her old love and her new love. 
Spiritual fiction.
Also available in large print and on compact disc

April and Oliver
By Tess Callahan
The story of two inseparable childhood 
friends whose existences collide with the 
sudden death of April’s younger teenage 
brother, Buddy.
Also available on compact disc

Love Mercy
By Earlene Fowler
Love Mercy Johnson dreams of 
reconciling with her long-estranged 
grandchildren. When her 18-year-old 
granddaughter unexpectedly shows up 
on her doorstep, the two are forced to 
work together to help their family in a 
time of crisis.
Also available in large print and on compact disc

Return to Sullivan’s Island
By Dorothea Benton Frank
New York Times best-selling author
Frank returns to the setting of her 
childhood, a North Carolina beach town, 
in this touching Southern novel.
Also available in large print and on compact disc

The Memory Collector
By Meg Gardiner
Forensic psychiatrist Jo Beckett is called 
to the scene of an aircraft inbound from 
London to help deal with a passenger 
who is behaving erratically and has amnesia. 
A string of clues points to a deadly 
biological agent, code-named “Slick.”
Also available on compact disc

The Last Child
By John Hart
After his twin sister Alyssa disappears, 
13 year-old Johnny is determined to find 
her. When a second girl disappears from 
his rural North Carolina town, Johnny’s 
discovery sends shock waves throughout 
the community. 
Also available in large print and on compact disc

Batter Off Dead: A Pennsylvania 
Dutch Mystery with Recipes
By Tamar Myers
At her church’s annual pancake breakfast, 
Minerva J. Jay slumps over dead after 
ingesting many stacks of hot cakes, and the 
authorities suspect it may be a case of murder.
Also available in large print

Brimstone 
By Robert B. Parker
Everett Hitch and Virgil Cole track down 
Virgil’s sweetheart and the three head north 
to start over. With reputations as guns for 
hire, Everett and Virgil secure positions as 
the town of Brimstone’s deputies. A local 
church leader stirs up trouble and then 
violence escalates into murder.
Also available in large print and on compact disc
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New Nonfiction
Title summaries taken from the Library catalog

We Can Have Peace in the Holy 
Land: A Plan That Will Work
By Jimmy Carter
Nobel Peace Laureate Jimmy Carter argues 
that the present moment is a unique time 
for achieving peace in the Middle East - 
and he offers a bold and comprehensive 
plan on how to make that happen.
Also available in large print

Factory Girls: From Village to 
City in a Changing China
By Leslie T. Chang
A first look into the everyday lives of the 
migrant factory population in China. The 
story is told through the lives of two young 
women who attempt to rise from the assembly 
lines of one of China’s industrial cities.
Also available on compact disc

Yes!: 50 Scientifically Proven 
Ways to be Persuasive
By Noah J. Goldstein, Steve J. Martin 
and Robert B. Cialdini
Ideas on changing the way you communicate 
to become more influential in your 
everyday life. 
Also available on compact disc

The State of Jones: The Small 
Southern County that Seceded 
From the Confederacy
By Sally Jenkins and John Stauffer
In 1863, residents of Jones County, 
Mississippi engaged in an insurrection 
against the Confederacy that would have 
repercussions far beyond the scope of the 
Civil War. 
Also available in large print and on compact disc

John Beargrease: Legend of 
Minnesota’s North Shore
By Daniel Lancaster
Beargrease, born in 1858, was the son of 
an Anishinabe chief and delivered mail by 
dogsled to the earliest settlements along 
Minnesota’s Lake Superior shore. This 
story brings the history of the region to 
life and is filled with myths and legends.

Abraham Lincoln
By George McGovern
Lincoln’s story as president towers above 
others who have held the office, but this 
is the first time his great historically 
significant life has been rendered by a man 
who himself sought the office of president. 
Also available in large print

Crazy for the Storm: A Memoir 
of Survival
By Norman Ollestad
Set in the late 1970s, this riveting memoir 
begins with a horrific plane crash which 
takes the life of Ollestad’s father. Eleven- 
year-old Ollestad manages to crawl and 
slide down an 8500 foot mountain using 
the determination and athletic skills so 
valued by his father.
Also available in large print and on compact disc

Seeds of Terror: How Heroin 
is Bankrolling the Taliban and 
al Qaeda 
By Gretchen Peters
The astonishing never-before-told story 
of Afghanistan’s booming opium trade.
Also available on compact disc

The Power of Small: Why Little 
Things Make All the Difference
By Linda Kaplan Thaler and Robin Koval
Practical advice on how the power of our 
small actions can change everything - our 
relationships, our well-being and how we 
impact the world around us. 
Also available on compact disc

The Eternal Smile: Three Stories 
By Gene Luen Yang and Derek Kirk Kim 
This collection of graphic short stories 
blurs the line between fiction and reality. 
The use of  beautiful artwork helps 
explore multiple worlds in each story.
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Alphabetical Order by Author

New Large Print

Beyond This Moment 
By Tamera Alexander 

Star Bright 
By Catherine Anderson 

Borderline 
By Nevada Barr 

Silent Man 
By Alex Berenson 

Private Justice 
By Terri Blackstock 

Honolulu 
By Alan Brennert 

Rogue Forces 
By Dale Brown 

Eggs in Purgatory 
By Laura Childs 

Cursed 
By Carol Higgins Clark 

A Coventry Wedding 
By Becky Cochrane

Outlawed 
By Jackson Cole 

Dark Pursuit 
By Brandilyn Collins 

Evil in Carnations
By Kate Collins 

Lavender Morning 
By Jude Deveraux 

One True Theory of Love 
By Laura Fitzgerald 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter 
and Sweet 
By Jamie Ford 

The Silent Partner 
By Marcus Galloway 

Still Alice 
By Lisa Genova 

Edmund Bertram’s Diary 
By Amanda Grange

Irish Tweed 
By Andrew M. Greeley

Above the Law
By Tim Green 

The Road to Jerusalem 
By Jan Guillou 

The Writing on My Forehead 
By Nafisa Haji 

Death Angel 
By Linda Howard 

Malice 
By Lisa Jackson 

Without Due Process
By J.A. Jance

The Third Heiress 
By Brenda Joyce 

Relentless 
By Dean Koontz 

Thank You for All Things 
By Sandra Kring 

Zen and the Art of Vampires 
By Katie MacAlister 

Fugitive 
By Phillip Margolin 

Bad Things 
By Michael Marshall
 
Hounding the Pavement 
By Judi McCoy 

Mr. and Miss Anonymous 
By Fern Michaels

Fiction

Alphabetical Order by Author

New Large Print
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Mermaid in the Basement 
By Gilbert Morris 

The Last Secret 
By Mary McGarry Morris 

The Forgotten Garden 
By Kate Morton 

Big Sky Winter 
By Diana Palmer

The Trial at Apache Junction 
By Lewis B. Patten

A Dream to Call My Own 
By Tracie Peterson 

Heaven, Texas
By Susan Elizabeth Phillips

Can’t Never Tell 
By Cathy Pickens 

Glory in Death 
By J.D. Robb 

The Cheater 
By Nancy Taylor Rosenberg 

Bullet Brand 
By Bradford Scott 

American Wife 
By Curtis Sittenfeld

Sisters of the Confederacy 
By Lauraine Snelling  

Up to No Good 
By Carl Weber 

Sag Harbor 
By Colson Whitehead

A Claim of Her Own 
By Stephanie Grace Whitson 

The Way We Were 
By Marcia Willett

Flowers on Main 
By Sherryl Woods

Nonfiction
We Can Have Peace in the 
Holy Land
By Jimmy Carter 

The House at Sugar Beach: 
In Search of a Lost African 
Childhood 
By Helene Cooper

No Angel: My Harrowing 
Undercover Journey...
By Jay Dobyns and Nils Johnson-Shelton 

The Ascent of Money: A 
Financial History of the World 
By Niall Ferguson 

Boy Alone: A Brother’s Memoir 
By Karl Taro Greenfeld 

Don’t Mind if I Do
By George Hamilton and 
William Stadiem 

Abraham Lincoln 
By George McGovern 

My Word is My Bond
By Roger Moore with Gareth Owen

Crazy for the Storm 
By Norman Ollestad 

Fiction continued

Alphabetical Order by Author

New Large Print
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These are the newest titles on compact disc:

Alphabetical Order by Author

New Talking Books

Gone Tomorrow 
By Lee Child

Medusa 
By Clive Cussler and Paul Kemprecos

Roadside Crosses
By Jeffery Deaver 

Finger Lickin’ Fifteen 
By Janet Evanovich 

The Memory Collector 
By Meg Gardiner 

The Death Dealer 
By Heather Graham 

Queen Takes King 
By Gigi Levangie Grazer 

Dune Road 
By Jane Green 

The Last Child 
By John Hart 

Plea of Insanity 
By Jilliane Hoffman 

Rebel Waltz 
By Kay Hooper 

Everlasting 
By Iris Johansen 

The Sign 
By Raymond Khoury 

Road Dogs 
By Elmore Leonard 

The Family Man 
By Elinor Lipman 

The Stalin Epigram 
By Robert Littell 

Come Sunday 
By Isla Morley 

Heartless
By Diana Palmer 

The Angel’s Game 
By Carlos Ruiz Zafón 

Matters of the Heart 
By Danielle Steel 

The Little Stranger 
By Sarah Waters 

Nonfiction
Theta Transport
By Tommy Brunjes 

Detox Flow Yoga 
By Seane Corn

Deep Sleep with Medical 
Self-Hypnosis
By Steven Gurgevich

Through the Dark Wood: Finding 
Meaning in the Second Half of Life
By James Hollis 

Pretty in Plaid
By Jen Lancaster 

Home Game: An Accidental 
Guide to Fatherhood 
By Michael Lewis 

Nixonland: The Rise of a President
and the Fracturing of America 
By Rick Perlstein 

You, Being Beautiful: The Owner’s 
Manual to Inner and Outer Beauty 
By Michael F. Roizen and Mehmet C. Oz 

Guided Meditations for Love & 
Wisdom: 14 Essential Practices
By Sharon Salzberg 

The Power of Radical Forgiveness: 
An Experience of Deep... 
By Colin C. Tipping 

Fiction
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Author				      	 Title

Alphabetical Order by Author

Forthcoming Fiction

Publication Date

	 11/09	 Ahern, Cecelia		  Gift
	 10/09	 Baldacci, David		  True Blue
	 12/09	 Bradford, Barbara Taylor	 Breaking the Rules
	 1/10	 Brown, Rita Mae		  Cat of the Century
	 1/10	 Chevalier, Tracy		  Remarkable Creatures
	 12/09	 Coonts, Stephen		  Disciple
	 1/10	 Cornwell, Bernard		  Burning Land
	 12/09	 Crichton, Michael		  Pirate Latitudes
	 10/09	 Crombie, Deborah		  Necessary as Blood
	 1/10	 Daheim, Mary		  Loco Motive
	 1/10	 Delinsky, Barbara		  Not My Daughter
	 1/10	 Deveraux, Jude		  Days of Gold
	 9/09	 Diamant, Anita		  Day After Night
	 12/09	 Dunne, Dominick		  Solo Act
	 12/09	 Grafton, Sue		  U is for Undertow
	 12/09	 Jance, J.A.		  Trial by Fire
	 12/09	 Kenyon, Sherrilyn		  Born of Ice
	 11/09	 Koontz, Dean		  Breathless
	 10/09	 Macomber, Debbie		  Perfect Christmas
	 11/09	 McCall Smith, Alexander	 Unbearable Lightness of Scones
	 1/10	 Oates, Joyce Carol		  Fair Maiden
	 1/10	 O’Shaughnessy, Perri		 Dreams of the Dead
	 12/09	 Parker, Barbara		  Reckoning
	 10/09	 Parker, Robert B.		  Professional
	 11/09	 Patterson, James		  I, Alex Cross
	 11/09	 Roberts, Nora		  Bed of Roses
	 10/09	 Rutherfurd, Edward		  New York
	 10/09	 Sandford, John		  Rough Country
	 10/09	 Shreve, Anita		  Change in Altitude
	 1/10	 Smith, Martin Cruz		  Golden Mile
	 1/10	 Straub, Peter		  Dark Matter
	 1/10	 Woods, Stuart		  Kisser
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News & Notices
Things you would like to know

Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly 
Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly (LBFE) is committed to promoting well-being and independence among older adults in the Twin 
Cities metro area. Its programs help reduce social and emotional isolation, loneliness and mental health difficulties.

The In-Home Services Program supports vulnerable older adults living in their own homes. Staff members provide in-home visits and 
phone calls, act as advocates, make referrals to other services and help these older adults solve problems. Visiting volunteers also offer 
friendship to older adults with regular visits enhancing their personal independence.  

Two library catalogs 
will become one
Beginning Aug. 27, Hennepin County 
Library’s two catalogs will be consolidated
into one catalog containing more than 
5 million books, CDs, DVDs and other 
items. The combined catalog will have 
more than 1.6 million unique titles. 
Combining the two catalogs will give 
library customers access to the nation’s 
12th largest public library collection. This 
consolidation will help reduce overall 
operating costs and increase efficiencies.   

41 libraries
5 million items

Kim T., a former area high school English teacher 
now studying to become a librarian, spent this 
summer interning with Outreach Services where 
she learned about the many different ways 
Hennepin County Library serves customers who 
are unable to visit the library. 

Kim was kept very busy visiting the many assisted and independent senior living sites 
and county correctional facilities Outreach serves. Working with staff, she created 
customer surveys, helped with customers’ library requests and worked on this issue of the 
“At Home Reader.”

After college, Kim taught in China for a year. This heightened her desire to “work with 
people, reach out and educate on a broader level” and is one reason why she is an 
American Library Association Spectrum Scholar. 

In this “At Home Reader,” look for Kim’s review of one of her favorite books  
“Unaccustomed Earth” by Jhumpa Lahiri.

Meet Kim T., Our Summer Intern

			   LBFE is an international, nondenominational, volunteer-based, nonprofit organization. 
			   For more information, call 612.721.6215 or e-mail them at programs@littlebrothersmn.org.
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News & Notices
Things you would like to know

Joyce

Meet the Outreach Teen Volunteers
The work of our teen volunteers helped Outreach complete many extra projects over the 
summer. They have done a variety of tasks including compiling a comic book catalog, 
sorting and checking in books, typing book lists and packing lists for Deposit Collection 
boxes and creating a short film about Outreach Services.

Joyce, Charlotte and Katie worked with us last year and returned this summer to help us 
again. Sydney is in her second year of volunteering in our department. She helps with 
the corrections library service on a weekly basis. New volunteers include Paris and 
Rachel who have been with the library’s Teen Advisory Group for the last two years, but 
wanted to experience other aspects of the library.

The hobbies and interests of our volunteers include playing tennis and soccer, drawing, 
Kung Fu, hanging out at the beach, shopping and playing instruments in their school 
band or orchestra. They are all talented young women and plan to find careers in 
engineering, public health, art history or medicine.

This group of teens enjoys reading all sorts of books from the writings of Leo Tolstoy to 
science fiction stories like “Speaker for the Dead” and “The Dimension Next Door.” “Zen 
and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance” is a new favorite. 

Why do they volunteer? Joyce says, “I like working in Outreach because I think it’s a 
really cool service that helps those who face difficulty accessing the library and I like 
being part of that.”  

Thanks to all of our 
wonderful teen 

volunteers!

Charlotte

Katie Sydney
Rachel

Paris
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Things you would like to know

Reminders
We are experiencing an increase in the number of overdue items that have been 
checked out to At Home customers. Please return your library material by the due date. 
Items that do not have a waiting list can be renewed online, by telephone, or you can 
call us and we will be happy to assist you.
Renew online: www.hclib.org
By phone: 952.847.8811 
Call Outreach for help at 952.847.8850

Available now
We have copies of the “2009 Health Care Choices for Minnesotans on Medicare” and the 
“2009-2010 Senior Housing Directory” available to be mailed to you. Please call us to 
request these publications.

Need technical help? 
If you search the Hennepin County Library website from home and have technical 
problems, call our public Help Desk at 952.847.8750 or e-mail techhelp@hclib.org.

These large print books are on our 
shelves and can be mailed to you 
right away. Call us for more suggestions.

Do you keep a “didn’t do” list of all the things that you forgot to do in a day? The 
biggest single culprit for forgetting to take action or remembering where we put 
something is a lack of attention. The  book “Brainfit: 10 Minutes a Day for a Sharper 
Mind and Memory” suggests using verbal self-instruction to reinforce your intention. 
Speak, sing or rhyme your intended action out loud: “I am locking the door as I go 
out,”  “I am putting my glasses next to my bed.”  Do one thing at a time and do it now 
and see if you start to see an improvement in your memory skills.

  

“To learn to 
read is to light a 

fire; every syllable 
that is spelled out 

is a spark.”
Victor Hugo

Do you need a 
good book now?   

News & Notices

Large Print 
Westerns
Ride to Hell’s Gate 
By Ralph W. Cotton

Death at Dark Water
By John D. Nesbitt

The Gun of Jesse Hand 
By Lewis B. Patten
	

Large Print 
Historical 
Romances
The Decadent Duke 
By Virginia Henley

The Forgotten Garden 
By Kate Morton

A Claim of Her Own 
By Stephanie Grace 
Whitson



Name:						    

Phone:						    

Dark Pursuit 
Evil in Carnations 
Lavender Morning 
One True Theory of Love 
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter... 
The Silent Partner 
Still Alice 
Edmund Bertram’s Diary 
Irish Tweed 
Above the Law
The Road to Jerusalem 
The Writing on My Forehead 
Death Angel 
Malice 
Without Due Process
The Third Heiress 
Relentless 
Thank You for All Things 
Zen and the Art of Vampires 
Fugitive 
Bad Things
Hounding the Pavement 
Mr. and Miss Anonymous 
Mermaid in the Basement 
The Last Secret 
The Forgotten Garden 
Big Sky Winter
The Trial at Apache Junction 
A Dream to Call My Own 
Heaven, Texas
Can’t Never Tell 
Glory in Death 
The Cheater
Bullet Brand 
American Wife 
Sisters of the Confederacy 
Up to No Good 
Sag Harbor 
A Claim of Her Own 

Reader  Recommendations
The Christmas Sweater 
Hotel on the Corner of Bitter...
Unaccustomed Earth: Stories
The Nine: Inside the Secret...
New Fiction
Thanks for the Memories
Honolulu
A Cousin’s Promise
April and Oliver
Love Mercy
Return to Sullivan’s Island
The Memory Collector
The Last Child
Batter Off Dead
Brimstone 
New Nonfiction
We Can Have Peace in the... 
Factory Girls: From Village...
Yes!: 50 Scientifically Proven... 
The State of Jones: The Small
John Beargrease: Legend of... 
The Eternal Smile: Three... 
Abraham Lincoln
Crazy for the Storm: A...
Seeds of Terror: How Heroin...
The Power of Small: Why... 
New Large Print
Beyond This Moment 
Star Bright 
Borderline 
Silent Man 
Private Justice 
Honolulu 
Rogue Forces 
Eggs in Purgatory 
Cursed 
A Coventry Wedding 
Outlawed 

The Way We Were 
Flowers on Main 
We Can Have Peace in the... 
The House at Sugar Beach
No Angel: My Harrowing... 
The Ascent of Money
Boy Alone: A Brother’s Memoir 
Don’t Mind if I Do
Abraham Lincoln 
My Word is My Bond
Crazy for the Storm 
New Talking Books
Gone Tomorrow 
Medusa 
Roadside Crosses
Finger Lickin’ Fifteen 
The Memory Collector 
The Death Dealer 
Queen Takes King 
Dune Road 
The Last Child 
Plea of Insanity 
Rebel Waltz 
Everlasting 
The Sign 
Road Dogs 
The Family Man 
The Stalin Epigram 
Come Sunday 
Heartless
The Angel’s Game 
Matters of the Heart 
The Little Stranger 
Theta Transport
Detox Flow Yoga 
Deep Sleep with Medical... 
Through the Dark Wood
Pretty in Plaid
Home Game: An Accidental... 

Nixonland: The Rise of a... 
You, Being Beautiful: The... 
Guided Meditations for Love... 
The Power of Radical...
Forthcoming Fiction
Gift
True Blue
Breaking the Rules
Cat of the Century
Remarkable Creatures
Disciple
Burning Land
Pirate Latitudes
Necessary as Blood
Loco Motive
Not My Daughter
Days of Gold
Day After Night
Solo Act
U is for Undertow
Trial by Fire
Born of Ice
Breathless
Perfect Christmas
Unbearable Lightness of...
Fair Maiden
Dreams of the Dead
Reckoning
Professional
I, Alex Cross
Bed of Roses
New York
Rough Country
Change in Altitude
Golden Mile
Dark Matter
Kisser

5 Ways to Order
 Check the titles you would like to receiveBy phone, volunteer, returned in mail bag, U.S. mail, online
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The “At Home Reader” is produced six times each 
year and is distributed as a book selection aid to 
Hennepin County Library Outreach customers. 
It is also available on audiotape or compact disc 
and podcast. 

Book Reviews
Send us a review of a book that you’ve 
enjoyed. In a few sentences tell us the plot 
and what you especially liked about the 
book. Reviews will be published in future 
issues of the “At Home Reader.” We’ll include 
your first name and last initial only. Editing 
for space may be necessary. 

Title: 

Author: 

Review: 

Title: 

Title: 

Title: 

Format:	   Regular Print	   Large Print	   Book on Tape    
 	   Book on CD	   Video	   DVD

If a volunteer brings you books, please request titles through your volunteer.

Book Requests
If you receive books through the mail, call 
952.847.8850 to request titles or complete 
this order slip and mail to:
Hennepin County Library
At Home Service
12601 Ridgedale Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55305-1909

www.hclib.org/outreach
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