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These events are funded by a grant from the Investor Protection Trust (IPT) as part of the Investor Education in 
Your Community Program. The IPT is a nonprofit organization devoted to investor education. Since 1993 the IPT 
has worked with the States to provide the independent, objective investor education needed by all Americans to 
make informed investment decisions. www.investorprotection.org 



 

Session Review 
 

The theme of the series has been preparing financially for retirement. Today's 
talk was about avoiding major threats to your planning and preparation efforts. 

 
1. The list of common retirement errors is pretty long.  Here are a few: 

·  Investing too aggressively  
·  IRA Rollover errors 
·  Not understanding ins & outs of Medicare 

 
     What else can you add to this list? 
 
2.  Have you thought through how your long-term care would be arranged, and by 
whom? 
 
3. There are a number of telltale signs of possible fraud. Here are a few: 

·  Promise of sky-high profits 
·  Pressure to recruit new members into the investment 
·  Membership fee required 

 
    Has anyone experienced these or have others to suggest? 
 
4. Do you feel you have some good resources to locate financial planning assistance? 
 
In the presentation, some facts were presented on how to check an advisor's background.  
It can be done on the internet at www.finra.org  Here's a sample of the check itself. 
 

 
 

Material discussed during this noncommercial investor education and protection program is meant for 
general illustration and/or information purposes only. It is not to be construed as tax, legal or 
investment advice. 
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Taking the Next Step  
 

·  Complete the worksheets from Taking The Mystery out of Retirement 
Planning  or use the online worksheets at 
http://askebsa.dol.gov/retirementcalculator/UI/gene ral.aspx   

 
·  Take another look at your insurance coverage and wh ether it is appropriate 

for your current situation.  
 

·  If you plan on working with a financial advisor, ch eck them out on the FINRA 
website. www.finra.org   

 
·  Check out the books, newsletters and online resourc es in the resource 

guides. 
 

·  Visit your local Hennepin County Library or the Cen tral Library, second floor 
for assistance in investment research.   

 
·  Visit our website www.hclib.org/affordretirement  for copies of the Resource 

Guides for each session and to look for future even ts and recordings of the 
sessions at Central Library to be posted. 

 

Selected Online Resources 
 

Web Address/Sponsor Comments 
www.sec.gov/investor/seniors.shtml 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 

Has links to information about asset 
allocation, investment scams, and 
other topics useful for retirees 

www.medicare.gov 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
 

Official site for information about 
Medicare and enrollment. 

www.savvysenior.org/seniorresources.htm 
Savvy Senior 

Savvy Senior website has many 
useful online ”senior resources” 
categorized by subject. 

www.betterinvesting.org  
Better Investing Magazine 

Offers educational support for the 
individual investor and helps one 
start and maintain an investment 
club. 

www.consumersearch.com/online-brokers  
New York Times Co. 
 

This website has online broker 
reviews & comparisons. 

www.bbbmoneynow.org 
Better Business Bureau 
 

Basic principles for avoiding 
common investment scams. 

www.aarp.org/money/wise_consumer  
AARP 
 

Contains useful information about 
avoiding investment fraud 

www.finra.org  
FINRA 

Check out a broker or brokerage 
firm and other investor tools 



Selected Investment Books and Newsletters 
 

Arnold, Glen.  The Financial Times Guide to Value Investing. Pearson P T R, 2009. 
 

Bogle, John C.  The Little Book of Common Sense Investing: the Only Way to Guarantee Your Fair Share of the 
Stock Market Returns. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley, 2007. 
 
Chatzky, Jean. The Difference: how anyone can prosper in even the toughest times. New York: Crown Business, 
c2009. 
 
Hungelmann, Jack. Insurance for Dummies. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley Pub., c2009. 
 
McClellan, Stephen. Full of Bull: Unscramble Wall Street Doubletalk to Protect and Build Your Portfolio. Pearson P 
T R, 2009. 
 
Panzner, Michael J. Financial Armageddon: protect your future from economic collapse.  New York, NY: Kaplan 
Pub., c2008. 
 
Parness, Michael. Rule Your Freakin' Retirement: how to retire rich by actively managing your assets.  New York: 
St. Martin's Press, 2009. 
 
Pond, Jonathan D. Safe Money in Tough Times. New York: McGraw-Hill, c2009. 
 
Ponzio, Joe. F Wall Street: Joe Ponzio's no-nonsense approach to value investing for the rest of us. Avon, MA: 
Adams Business, c2009. 
 
Roth, Allan S. How a Second Grader Beats Wall Street: golden rules any investor can learn. Hoboken, NJ: John 
Wiley, c2009. 
 
Schlagheck, Jim. Cash-Rich Retirement: Use the Investing Techniques of the Mega-Wealthy to Secure Your 
Retirement Future.  New York: St. Martins Press, 2008.  
 
Sherman, Spencer. The Cure for Money Madness : break your bad money habits, live without financial stress-- 
and make more money! New York: Broadway Books, c2009. 
 
Talbott, John R. Contagion: The Financial Epidemic that is sweeping the global economy-- and how to protect 
yourself from it. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley, c2009. 
 
Velshi, Ali. Gimme My Money Back: your guide to beating the financial crisis. New York, NY: Sterling & Ross 
Publishers, c2009. 
 
Wild, Russell. Index Investing for Dummies. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley, c2009. 
 
Directory of Dividend Reinvestment Plans annual.  
This directory gives 1,100 companies and closed-end funds that allow an individual to purchase stock directly 
thereby eliminating brokerage fees.   
 
The Hulbert Financial Digest is a monthly newsletter that rates the performance of the advice given by investment 
newsletters.   
 
TheStreet.com Ratings’ Guide to Common Stocks  quarterly publication that gives independent and unbiased 
analyses and ratings for many common stocks.  
 
TheStreet.com Rating’s Guide to Stock Mutual Funds  quarterly publication that “condenses the available mutual 
fund data into a single composite opinion of each fund’s risk-adjusted performance.”  
 
Morningtar Mutual Funds  biweekly.  This is the most well-known reporting service for open-ended mutual funds 
 
Value Line Investment Survey  weekly.  Value Line has become synonymous for objective reporting on the current 
safety and timeliness of investing in 3,500 stocks. 
 
Morningstar ETFs 150   annual survey of 150 largest and most popular exchange-traded funds. 


